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COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
FDR PRAYER CIRCLE AGENDA

CFA 20/NOV/23-1

LOCATION: West Potomac Park, 17th Street and
Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC

OWNER: Mational Park Service (NPS)
PROPERTY: World War Il Memarial

DESCRIPTION: Install plague with President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt's D-Day Prayer

PREVIOUS REVIEW: CFA 21/MAY/20-1

2T May 2021
Dear Ms. Hall:

In its public meeting of 20 May conducted by video conference, the Commission of Fine Arts reviewed a final design submission
for alterations 1o the existing Circle of Remembrance al the Weodd War 1| Memoral, to include & new plague inscribed with the
prayer delverad by President Franklin D, Roosevelt by radio on D-Day. Citing the resolution of the outstanding design issues, the
Comméssion approved the final submission with the following recommendations for the varlous options that were presented.

in their approval action, the Comméssion members endorged Allemative B for the treatment of the pedmeter alements of the circle,
in pamticular the revisions 1o the profile of the benches and the relationship of the bronze prayer plaque with the stone base, For
the bdemtifying inscription on this slone base al the antrance to the circle, they recommended that the tedt be only “A Prayer for the
Mation.” They also endorsed the proposed landscape design and Option 1 for the lighting design, recommending that no additional
lighting poles or fixiures be installed to illuminate the plaque. Concaming the options presentad for the canter of the pawement within
the circle, the Commission mambers unanimously endorsed the incusion of the clirculsr garand design of olive branches and five
slars, suggesting that this element could be made bolder, possibly larger or located in an inner ring of the pavement; o enhance
the clanity of this design, they recommended that the elements of the gardand be bronze inset into the granite paving stones instead
of cast a8 bronze panels. [n thelr discussion of the option Tor 8 bronze medallesn at the canter, iMendad 1o repeal the Victony Madal
dessgn in the arches of the World War 1l Memosal, some Commission members raised concern that the figural compositon wouild
creale an undesrable directionality to the space and would detract from the importance of the prayer plaque, whale athers found
that the medalicn as proposed has strong symbolic importance and reinforces the conneclion 1o the main pad of the memarial; the
Commession concluded by recommending a dessgn featuring both the gadand and the medallion.

Az part of the final review process, the Commizskon recommendad that additional detalls be develoged and documeanted in coordnation
with the stafi, Thesa include the possible grading of the plaza toward a slot drain located beneath the perimater benches; the design
af any struciural brackeds required for the projecting benches; sufficient structural suppors to present deformation of the prayer
plague; the design for the composition of the medallion and gariamd wilhin the pavermnent; and the lyout of the proposed graghss
diesign lor the plaque and inscriptions.

The Commission congratulales the Mational Park Service and the project team for thew diligence i developing an elegant final
dessgn for this mportant addition to the Weodd War 1| Memorial. Flease coordinate with the stafl o complete the development and
documentation of the design in accordance with the final approval.

Sincerety,

%

Thomas E. Luebke, FAIA
Secratary
Ky A, Hall, Area Direclor
Fiegion 1-Mational Capital Area
Mational Park Service
1100 Chio Drive, SW
Washinglon, DC 20242

ce: Lisa Deldplace, Oehme, van Sweden
Haolty Riotondi, Friends of the Mational World War 1| Mamaorial
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During the May 21st review, CFA recommended
“additional details be developed in coordination
with the staff:

. Grading
« “possible grading of the plaza toward a slot drain
located beneath the perimeter benches”

ll. Bench Design
« “design of any structural brackets required for the
projecting benches”

lll. Structural Support of Prayer Plaque
« ‘“sufficient structural supports to prevent
deformation of the prayer plaque”

IV. Medallion and Garland Design
» “design for the composition of the medallion and
garland within the pavement”

V. FDR Prayer Plaque and Inscriptions
« consider “layout of the proposed graphic design
for the plaque and inscriptions”

VI. Wall Coursing
« finalize coursing at ends of freestanding walls

FRIEMDS OF THE NATIONAL WORLD WAR 1l MEMORIAL
LAMDSCAPE ARCHITECTS



. Grading

*...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the possible grading of

the plaza toward a slot drain located beneath the perimeter benches...”

« Drains are located to the east and west of the entry and under the plague
» Drain grates are fabricated from bronze for durability
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Drain Grate
Semi-custom Bronze Grate (variable patina finish to be discrete beneath bench and plaque)
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Il. Bench Design

*...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the design of any
structural brackets required for the projecting benches...”

« Bench supports shall be stainless steel plates, inset into the bench stones

» Supports shall not be visible from above __— Area of enlargement, (see below)
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Il. Bench Armrest Design

Armiresis to ooour at joint
of bench segments

* Bench armrests to be bronze
« Mounting stainless steel plate beneath bench, connected to concrete wall
= Armreslt located between bench segments, at joint
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lll. Structural Support of Prayer Plaque

“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], sufficient structural
supports to prevent deformation of the prayer plaque...”

» Posts: 2-1/2" dia. x 1/4” thick 35 hollow tube, welded to S5 inbed plate in wall
« Spine: 3-1/2" x 2-1/2" 55 hollow tube

* Lateral Supports: 2' x 2" x 1/4" S5 plates

» Plague supports shall be stainless steel and blackened to reduce visibility
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IV. Medallion and Garland Design

“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the design for the
composition of the medallion and garland within the pavement...”

“In their discussion of the option for a bronze medallion at the center, intended to repeat the Victory Medal design in the arches of
the World War Il Memorial, some Commission members raised concern that the figural composition would create an undesirable
directionality to the space and would detract from the importance of the prayer plague, while others found that the medallion
as proposed has strong symbolic importance and reinforces the connection to the main part of the memorial; the Commission
concluded by recommending a design featuring both the garland and the medallion.” CFA Letter May 27, 2021

Plan (as previously reviewed) Plan (current)
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IV. Medallion and Garland Design

“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the design for the
composition of the medallion and garland within the pavement...”

“Concerning the options presented for the center of the pavement within the circle, the Commission members unanimously
endorsed the inclusion of the circular garland design of olive branches and five stars, suggesting that this element could be made
bolder, possibly larger or located in an inner ring of the pavement; to enhance the clarity of this design, they recommended that the
elements of the garland be bronze inset into the granite paving stones instead of cast as bronze panels.” CFA Letter May 27, 2021
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IV. Medallion and Garland Design

“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the design for the
composition of the medallion and garland within the pavement...”

- Bronze stars and olive branches to be inset in granite paving band |
» Olive garland is botanically inspired, rather than stylized | e 35 |
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V. FDR Prayer Plaque and Inscriptions

*...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the layout of the proposed
graphic design for the plaque and inscriptions.”
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V. FDR Prayer Plaque and Inscriptions
“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the layout of the proposed
graphic design for the plaque and inscriptions.”

Font for Front Wall and Plaque:
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V. FDR Prayer Plague and Inscriptions
Font for Front Wall and Plaque:

“...the Commission recommended that additional details be developed, [including], the layout of the proposed

graphic design for the plaque and inscriptions.” Perpetua
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VI. Wall Coursing (ends)

* Wall incorporates (3) stone bands, with center band corresponding to bench
« Bench profile draws from simplified WWII bench design
« Armrests centered on stone veneer
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MATERIALS INDEX

GRANITE BROMNZE

@ '‘Greene County’ granite (primary paving) @ Ornamental Bronze Inlay (stars & garland)
@ ‘Moss Green’ granite (paving accent) @ Bronze Armrests (atop perimeter benches)

@ ‘Kershaw’ granite (wall and bench) @ Bronze Stars and Olive Garland
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